Energetic output of subadult polar bears (Ursus maritimus): resting, disturbance and locomotion.
1. Indirect calorimetry was used to determine metabolic rates in subadult polar bears at rest after human-controlled disturbance and at four rates of locomotion. 2. Disturbance factors that do not result in locomotion would only have a significant effect on energy expenditure if they occurred over an extended period of time. 3. Human disturbance resulting in locomotion would have a relatively high energetic cost to individual animals. 4. Polar bears may require a relatively high energetic output to initiate walking.